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WEATHER

Date        High    Low   Rain

June 12   102     78           0 

June 13    98      75           0

June 14    99      71           0

June 15    91      77           0

Total rainfall for 2022:     5.76 in. 

Data from the Lower Colorado River 
Authority (site 11 miles west-northwest 
of Lampasas, near Nix).

FOOD PANTRY 
St. Mary Catholic Church’s 

food pantry ministry will hold 
its monthly drive-through 
distribution on June 24 from 9:30-
11 a.m. Please note the new time 
for warmer months.

All in need are welcome to come 
to the church parking lot at 701 N. 
Key Ave., and volunteers will load 
the groceries.

LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC
The Little Night Music concert 

series at the courthouse bandstand 
in downtown Lampasas will feature 
the Texas Elderly Brothers tonight 
at 8 p.m.

Courtyard Square Association 
will offer free lemonade, water 
and popcorn. 

Those who attend should bring a 
lawn chair.

L-M GARDEN AND CIVIC CLUB
The Lometa L-M Garden and 

Civic Club will hold a summer 
fundraiser at the Bancorp South 
parking lot in Lometa, 101 N. 
Fourth St., on July 2 from 8 a.m. 
to noon. 

This will be a plant sale and bake 
sale combination. 

Proceeds will help the garden club 
with its community projects.

Second Lometa council member 
resigns within three months

BY MASON HINES
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The Lometa City Council 
received its second resigna-
tion letter in the past three 
months, when Larry Koch 
stepped down last week.

Former councilwoman 
Marsha Laughlin resigned 
her position in March. 

Koch, who was elected to 
the at-large position in May, 
had just begun his new term 
with the council but was 
made aware of conflicting 
roles he held.

“The main thing is that 
I’m a volunteer but do city 
planning,” Koch said. “I’m 
the building inspector, and 

myself, the 
mayor and city 
secretary all 
agreed that my 
roles for that 
outweighed my 
role as a council 
member.”

Koch said he 
was unaware his 
volunteer service 
presented a 

conflict, until Monday’s 
meeting when the city 
attorney, Arthur Bryan, 
presented him with that 
information. 

“If I’m honest, I feel bad for 
the people that voted for me, 
knowing they aren’t going to 
get what they wanted,” Koch 

said. 
At press time Monday, 

the Lometa City Council 
had not o"cially accepted 
Koch’s resignation but is 
planning to do so at July’s 
regular meeting. 

The council is expected 
to appoint someone 
to fill the vacancy, as 
it did after Laughlin’s 
resignation when Ronnie 
Cartwright was named to 
her post.  Another option 
the council could pursue 
involves leaving the seat 
vacant until next year 
and adding the unexpired 
term to the ballot with the 
other at-large seats to be 
elected.

Monday’s structure fire leaves one dead, one injured

MASON HINES | DISPATCH RECORD

An early-morning fire on Monday caused this recreational building to collapse.  One person died from the incident. 

NEW LINE SKATE PARKS

The Campbell Skate Park is planned to encompass about 5,000 square feet south of the existing 
parking lot off East North Avenue.

Larry 
Koch

FILE PHOTO

Cars were lined up in W.M. Brook Park for the Sulphur Creek 
Car Cruise in 2019. More than 500 spectators are expected 
for the car cruise this Saturday. 

Sulphur Creek Car Cruise scheduled for Saturday

BY HUNTER KING
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The Sulphur Creek 
Car Cruise is back this 
weekend for the 36th time in 
Lampasas. 

Registration for the annual 
event at W.M. Brook Park 
will begin at 9 a.m. Saturday.

The burnout competition 
will start around noon. 

Entry fee is $25. 
Awards, door prizes, a 

50/50 drawing and a T-shirt 
giveaway will all take place 
in the afternoon. 

Mike White, the event 
organizer, said between 100 
and 150 cars are expected 
to on display at the event, 
and he anticipates 500 to 600 
spectators on hand to look 
over the vehicles in the park.

For more information 
on the Sulphur Creek Car 
Cruise, call 512-556-3745. 

Lampasas City Council approves 
skate park construction 

BY ALEXANDRIA RANDOLPH
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In a unanimous decision 
Monday evening, the 
Lampasas City Council 
approved construction of  
the Campbell Skate Park, a 
project that has been in the 
works since July 2020. 

A final presentation by 
Lampasas City Manager 
Finley deGra#enried during 
the evening’s workshop 
session made it clear that 
while the city had an 
existing contract for design 
services, the council still 
could decide to set aside the 
project. 

“History doesn’t 
dictate future action,” 
deGra#enried said. 

The project was initiated in 
July 2020, when the council 
added the park to the city’s 
list of  Capital Improvement 

Projects. Sta# were 
authorized to determine 
the scope of  the project in 
December of  that year.

DeGra#enried said 
on Monday the sta# 
and council have made 
every e#ort to have open, 
transparent conversation 
about the project, despite 
confusing statements 
made on social media. He 
also reiterated that the 
project, if  approved that 
evening, would be funded 
by Hotel Occupancy Tax 
funds generated specifically 
for projects that would 
encourage tourism, not 
from property taxes paid by 
residents. 

Former council member 
Mike White spoke in the 
public comment portion of  
the meeting to encourage 
the council to approve 
construction of  the park.

“If  y’all don’t approve it 
now, we know it’s never 
going to get done,” he said. 
“It’s true the costs have 
gone up, but they’ve gone up 
in every facet of  everyone’s 
life. It is what it is. This is a 
park that will get used every 
single day.”

White added that youth 
in the community who 
enjoy skateboarding have 
no other area to do so 
without being considered 
a nuisance. He said that 
Councilman Randy Clark 
had pledged to construct 
the skate park.

“You said to me my last 
day in o"ce, ‘I’m going to 
fight like hell until this 
skate park is built,’ and I 
hope you do,” White said.

“And I continue to support 
it,” Clark said. “I still think 

SEE SKATE, PAGE 7
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A fire in a 
recreational structure 
early Monday morning 
resulted in one death, 
as well as injury to 
one first responder, 
officials said.

“Around 1 a.m., 
the Lampasas Fire 
Department responded 
to a structure fire in 
the 1700 block of  East 
Avenue G,” Lampasas 
Fire Marshal JP 
Harris said. “The first 
emergency personnel 
arrived on scene at 

12:53 a.m.”
One fire engine, two 

command vehicles, two 
deputy chiefs, one fire 
rescue vehicle, one squad 
and two ambulances were 
present at the scene. 

Investigation of  the fire 
has been completed by 
members of  the Lampasas 
Fire Department and the 
Texas Fire Marshal’s 
Office. According to 
Harris, this incident will 
remain open until reports 
are received from the 
medical examiner.

At press time, the name 
of  the victim had not been 
released.
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