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The new year has brought positive 
economic signs to the Lampasas area, 
as all entities in the county posted in-
creased sales tax revenue in January.

The first sales tax rebates of  2023 show 
the city of  Lampasas is up 7%, Lometa 

is up 9%, and Kempner shot up 20% this 
period. Lampasas County had a 10% 
sales tax gain in January,

The rebates this period are based on 
sales made in November by businesses 
that file monthly with the state comp-
troller.

Lampasas earned a sales tax payment 
this month of  $240,481 – almost $15,000 

more than it garnered in January 2022.
The check for Lometa came to $9,182. 
In Kempner, its sales tax allocation 

for January amounted to $13,486. The 
city has not seen a monthly percentage 
decline since July 2021.

In Coryell County, the sales tax 
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An open house has been scheduled for 
early February to open dialogue about 
a roadway project that would widen 
U.S. Highway 281 in northern Lampasas 
County. 

Texas Department of  Transportation 
officials have scheduled a virtual open 
house with two in-person options. The 
virtual open house materials will be 
posted on the TxDOT project page by Feb. 
7 at noon. 

Two in-person meetings also will be 
held; the first on Feb. 7 at New Covenant 
Church in Lampasas from 5:30-7:30 p.m., 

and the second on Feb. 13 at Evant ISD 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. At both meetings, a 
TxDOT representative will deliver a pre-
sentation at 6 p.m. 

“A live question-and-answer period 
will be conducted; and questions will be 
answered by staff during the open house 
meeting,” TxDOT officials said on the 
project webpage. “A prerecorded copy of  
the same presentation will be available in 
the virtual open house.”

Due to increasing congestion along 
the highway, the proposed project would 
widen U.S. 281 with two additional pass-
ing lanes, either in the northbound or 
southbound direction, between the U.S. 
183 intersection in Lampasas and the U.S. 

84 intersection in Evant, crossing through 
both Lampasas and Coryell counties. 

“U.S. 281 is a heavily traveled north-
south roadway listed on the National 
Highway System and TxDOT Freight 
Network,” TxDOT officials said. “U.S. 281 
is relied upon daily by local travelers, 
trucking industries and as an alternative 
to traveling I-35. U.S. 281 is the longest 
continuous three-digit United States high-
way route, spanning 1,875 miles from the 
Texas Rio Grande Valley northward to the 
Canada border.”

TxDOT officials said the project also 
will improve safety along the roadway 
by constructing a grassy median as well 
as crossovers to facilitate access to both 

sides of  the highway. The locations of  the 
crossovers have yet to be determined, the 
transportation department added. 

“The purpose of  the project is to help 
reduce congestion by constructing ad-
ditional travel lanes, improve safety by 
separating north- and southbound travel 
lanes with a grassy median, and upgrad-
ing other safety appurtenances (guard 
rail, sloped-end treatments of  culverts, 
widened shoulders, etc.) and improve mo-
bility,” officials said. “The project spans 
approximately 28 miles, and approximate-
ly 250 acres will be required for right of  
way. Some displacements are anticipated 
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Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
commissioners will decide 
on Jan. 25 whether to 
grant a contested case 
hearing on an application 
for Lampasas County 
Municipal Utilities District 
#1.

TCEQ officials said 
Wednesday that following 
the required public 
notice of  the application 
and a comment period 
which ended on Oct. 17, 
they received numerous 
requests for a contested 
case hearing. 

“During the comment 
period, TCEQ received 
43 hearing requests and 
one public comment,” 
said Gary Rasp, TCEQ 
media relations specialist.  
“Due to the requests for a 
hearing, the application 
has been set on the 
commission’s Jan. 25, 2023 
agenda. The commissioners 
will decide how the 
application will proceed 
at the Jan. 25 agenda 
meeting.”

One of  those protestants 
is Paul Wilborn, president 
of  Lampasas Water 
Control and Improvements 
District #1, which is “the 
organization responsible 
for the operation and 
maintenance of  nine flood- 
control dams upstream of  
Lampasas. We essentially 

ensure that Lampasas isn’t 
flooded.” 

Lampasas WCID #1 filed 
a request for a contested 
case hearing with TCEQ on 
Sept. 26. 

On June 1, officials of  
Pitt Creek Ranch LLC filed 
a petition with TCEQ for 
the creation of  Lampasas 
County MUD #1, which 
would be the first district 
of  its kind in Lampasas 
County. Filed in Dallas 
County, the petition 
documents state that 2,932 
acres are to be included in 
the MUD, all of  which were 
deeded to Pitt Creek Ranch 
LLC in October 2021.

The proposed Pitt Creek 
Ranch development is 
located off FM 580 West 
near Pitt Creek Cemetery 
in Lampasas County 
commissioner Precinct 2.

“The property where the 
development is proposed to 
take place on all lies within 
the Pitt Creek watershed,” 
Wilborn said. “Right 
before Pitt Creek runs into 
Donalson Creek, there is a 
flood-control dam.”

Wilborn said this dam 
isn’t far from the Pitt Creek 
Ranch property boundary. 

“At the present time, that 
dam handles stormwater 
runoff in the Pitt Creek 
watershed. It all comes 
from unimproved 
pastureland,” he said. 
“When it’s changed to a 
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WEATHER

Date	      High     Low   Rain
Jan. 15     67       50        0
Jan. 16     76       56        0
Jan. 17     79       52        0  
Jan. 18     70       54    0.02
Total rainfall for 2023:     0.02 in. 

Data from the Lower Colorado 
River Authority (site 11 miles west-
northwest of Lampasas, near Nix).

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
GriefShare is a support group 

designed to help people rebuild 
their lives after losing a loved one. 
The group is led by local residents 
who have experienced grief  and 
want to help others through the 
difficult days ahead.

The group meets on Tuesdays 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church’s fellowship hall. 

For more information, call 
Monica Stephen at 512-525-1262 or 

Michele Lambert at 512-525-0730.

FOOD PANTRY 
St. Mary Catholic Church Food 

Pantry Ministry’s next drive-
through food distribution will take 
place Jan. 27 from 9:30-11 a.m. at 
the church parking lot, 701 N. Key 
Ave. in Lampasas. All in need are 
welcome.

While the drive-through event 
continues to be the primary food 
distribution, an emergency food 

bag is available when needed at 
the church office during weekday 
business hours.

WELLNESS WORKSHOP
Lampasas Ministerial Alliance is 

offering a free wellness workshop 
Saturday from 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
Lampasas High School cafeteria. 
Licensed counselor Amy Spears 
will offer information on dealing 
with common mental health 
challenges. All ages are invited.

SEE TXDOT, PAGE A10

Sales tax rebates trend upward for Lampasas County entities

Open house scheduled in February for U.S. 281 widening project

Contested case 
hearing possible 

for Pitt Creek MUD 
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Fastest Torch sets off fireworks at county stock show
Bryton Ellis works to cut through his metal piece during last week’s Fastest Torch competition at the Lampasas County Youth 
Livestock Show. The timed event was a new initiative offered for welding students in 4-H, FFA and/or a Career and Technical 
Education program at the high school level. Ellis captured the grand championship after several rounds of competition in the event. 
See full results from the youth livestock show in Section B of today’s edition.
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