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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We would like to help get your group’s event(s) listed in the 
Dispatch Record Calendar. The listing of  community events and 
meetings is free.

Calendar items must be in writing. Email to news@lampasas.
com, or mail to:

Calendar
Lampasas Dispatch Record
P.O. Box 631
Lampasas, TX 76550
Details also may be turned in at our office, 416 S. Live Oak St.
Calendar items should be brief  and include all pertinent 

information about name of the event or meeting, time and place. 
Only events open to the public will be accepted.

We reserve the right to edit or exclude submissions. 
The Dispatch Record is not responsible for cancellations or 

unforeseen changes to listings.
Those who have questions about the Calendar may call the 

newspaper at 512-556-6262.
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The Lampasas Dispatch Record (ISSN-87501759), is 

published semiweekly by Hill Country Publishing Co. 

Inc., 416 S. Live Oak St., Lampasas, Texas.  Periodicals 

postage paid at Lampasas, TX.  POSTMASTER: Send 

address changes to the Lampasas Dispatch Record, P.O. 

Box 631, Lampasas, TX 76550-0005.

Mailing address for the Lampasas Dispatch Record 

is P.O. Box 631, Lampasas, TX 76550-0005. Phone (512)556-

6262. One-year subscriptions, payable in advance, are $50 

in Lampasas; $60 elsewhere in Texas; and $70 out-of-state.
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Memorial flags placed at cemetery
Vietnam veteran George Gondorchin places flags at the graves of U.S. veterans at Oak Hill 
Cemetery on Saturday in preparation for Veterans Day.

jeromiah lizama | dispatch record

Lampasas native returns home 
after his military service

(USA)

SATURDAY, NOV. 13
LAMPASAS FARMERS’ & 

CRAFT MARKET, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Lampasas County 
Courthouse square, 501 E. 
Fourth St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 

11 a.m. St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, Fourth 
Street and Chestnut.

MONDAY, NOV. 15
MEDICARE PROGRAM, 

“WHAT IS NEW FOR 

2022,” 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Lampasas Multi-Service 
Center, 901 S. Live Oak. 

LAMPASAS FREE KITCHEN, 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free 
meal served at House of 
Forgiveness, 908 E. Fourth 
St. Meal offered at same 
time Tuesday through Friday.

TUESDAY, NOV. 16
DANCE/EXERCISE, 1-2 p.m. 

Lampasas Multi-Service 
Center, 901 S. Live Oak. 

CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLE 

ASSOCIATION SPRING 

OF GRACE RIDERS, 7 
p.m. Kempner Brick Oven, 
12093 East U.S. Highway 
190. A Dutch treat meal 
and time of fellowship will 
be held at 6 p.m.  

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 

7 p.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, 4th and Chestnut.

THURSDAY, NOV. 18
PINTS & POLITICS, 6-8 p.m. 

Kempner Brick Oven, 
12093 East U.S. Hwy. 190. 
Informal social gathering for 
conservatives, Republicans 
and like-minded individuals.

LAMPASAS 42 CLUB, 6 p.m. 
Putters & Gutters, 2341 U.S. 
Highway 281 South. Open 
to anyone who wants to 
play; any level accepted.

LOMETA ISD BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES, 6:30 p.m. Lometa 
School library, 100 N. Eighth 
St.

YARN MAKERS MEETUP, 7-8 
p.m. Wool and Vine wine 
lounge, 415 East Third St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 

7 p.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, 4th and Chestnut.

FRIDAY, NOV. 19
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH 

FOOD PANTRY, 10:30 
a.m. to noon. Drive-through 
distribution at 701 N. Key Ave. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 20
LAMPASAS FARMERS’ & 

CRAFT MARKET, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Lampasas County 
Courthouse square.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 

11 a.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church, Fourth Street and 
Chestnut.

HELICOPTERS AND SNOW 

CONES, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
West Oaks Independent 
Living Community, 1212 W. 
Sixth St. Helicopter tours, 
food, gift bags. Sponsored 
by Air Evac Lifeteam and 
Beacon Hospice.

courtesy photo

Lampasas native Cole Kelley is the cousin of Dispatch Record 
news correspondent Mason Hines and someone Hines said he 
has always looked up to. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: this is the final story in a 
series the dispatch record has pubilshed this 
month to highlight military veterans in lampasas 
county.

BY MASON HINES

dispatch record

B
ravery. Honor. Sacrifice. 
These words can define 
the life and career of  
countless veterans 

throughout the United States. 
For Lampasas native Cole 

Kelley, his military service was 
built on more than a desire to 
protect his country and provide 
a future for his family. 

Each year, 18-year-olds across 
the country are faced with the 
question, “What do you want 
to do with your life?” Many 
choose to go to college, trade 
school or enter the workforce. 
For Kelley, the answer was less 
clear when he was that age. 

“I personally wasn’t ready 
to decide what I wanted 
professionally, so college 
seemed like a waste of  time 
and money,” Kelley said. “The 
Army provided me time to 

MONDAY, NOV. 22
LAMPASAS COUNTY COM-

MISSIONERS COURT, 9 a.m. 
Lampasas County Court-
house, first-floor courtroom.

LAMPASAS FREE KITCHEN, 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Free 
meal served at House of 
Forgiveness, 908 E. Fourth 

St. Meal offered at same 
time Tuesday through Friday.

LAMPASAS COUNTY HIS-

TORICAL COMMISSION, 

3:30 p.m. Lampasas County 
Courthouse, 501 E. Fourth 
St., first-floor courtroom.

LAMPASAS CITY COUNCIL, 

6 p.m. Council Chambers, 
Chambers, 302 E. Third St.

courtesy photo

Cole Kelley is shown in this 
military service photo.

grow, mature and decide what 
I might want to do.” 

In addition to giving him an 
avenue for growth and career 
success, Kelley also cited his 
military service as affecting 
him in ways most can only 
imagine. 

“I learned a lot about my-
self, physically and mentally, 
while in [the Army],” he said. 
“I met my wife [in Ger-
many], started a family and 
developed strong skills that 
continue to help me in life. 
Not just working, but in my 
personal life as well.” 

When asked why he chose 
to come back to the Lampasas 
area after his time in the Army, 
Kelley mentioned his roots. 

“I moved back here after my 
service. I spent 10 years away 
but knew getting home would 
be good,” the veteran said.

When asked “would you 
serve again, if  you could, and 
what advice do you have for 
someone wanting to enter the 
service?” Kelley took a little 
time before answering. 

“Personally, I’d go back in 
a heartbeat,” he said. “I was 
medically retired after my back 
surgery, so I didn’t get a choice. 
If  given one, I’d still be serving.

“I strongly advise going into 
the service,” Kelley said. “May-
be people should try a shorter 
first term, just see if  it fits. Not 
everyone can be a soldier but 
should definitely try.”

As the country remembers 
the sacrifices made by the 
servicemen and women whom 
we honor on Veterans Day, 
Americans can remind one 
another that we share a debt 
of  gratitude to those who have 
served. 


