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    An Amber Alert was 
issued Friday for three 
Kempner children after a 
custody dispute went awry.

The state of  Texas issued 
the Amber Alert at 9:54 p.m. 
Friday for three siblings: 
6-year-old Christopher 
Robertson II, 4-year-old 
Christine Robertson 
and 3-year-old Kristen 
Robertson. 

Lampasas County 
Sheri! Jess Ramos said 
the three children were 
last seen June 3 with their 
biological mother, 35-year-
old Kristine Whitehead, 
leaving a custody hearing 

at the Lampasas County 
Courthouse.

“The judge ordered them 
released to their other 
parent,” Ramos told the 
Dispatch Record. “She 
never relinquished the 
children to the father. She 
took o! with them.”

Neither the father nor 
local authorities have had 
contact with Whitehead 
or the children since the 
hearing in early June, 
Ramos said, adding that 
Whitehead “has continued 
to dodge, secret, hide and 
keep the children from 
their parent.”

On Friday, the father 
of  the children presented 
additional information to 

the Lampasas County 27th 
District Court that called 
to question the children’s 
safety.

“The father went before 
the judge again because 
he feared for their safety,” 
Ramos said. “All this time, 
we have been looking for 
them. … We don’t know 
what kind of  condition the 
children are in.” 

This additional 
information prompted the 
court to issue an order 
terminating Whitehead’s 
custodial rights, and 
ordered the children be 
brought before the court to 
verify their safety and well-
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WEATHER

Date       High     Low   Rain

July 21   104      74           0

July 22   103      76           0

July 23   103      74           0

July 24   106      75           0

Total rainfall for 2022:     7.29 in. 
Data from the Lower Colorado 
River Authority (site 11 miles west-
northwest of Lampasas, near Nix).

BLOOD DRIVE
The next American Red Cross 

Community Blood Drive will be 
Aug. 9 from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
at the First Street Church of  Christ 
fellowship hall, 201 W. First St.

To schedule an appointment, 
donors may call Wanda Lang at 
512-734-2043 or contact the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767, or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org. Donors should 

sign up early, as limited time slots 
are available.

FOOD PANTRY 

   St. Mary Catholic Church’s Food 
Pantry Ministry will hold its month-
ly drive-through food pantry on 
July 29 from 9:30-11 a.m.

Come to the church parking lot at 
701 N. Key Ave. in Lampasas, and 
volunteers will help load groceries. 

All in need are welcome, and no 
appointment is needed. 

PRE-K REGISTRATION
Those new to the Lometa ISD 

can register a child for preschool 
or kindergarten by calling Ti!any 
Smart at 512-752-3384 or emailing 
tsmart@lometaisd.org. The child’s 
birth certificate, Social Security 
card and shot record are needed.

Longtime family physician set to retire in August
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Dr. Mark Lane has seen hundreds of patients during his 35-year tenure at Family Medicine Clinic. 
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A 
doctor who has spent 35 years 
practicing family medicine in 
Lampasas will hang up his stethoscope 
next month for the final time. 

Mark Lane came to Lampasas in July 
1987 to begin practicing family medicine. 
His last day to see patients will be Aug. 
10. He has been a physician at the Family 
Medicine Clinic in Lampasas all 35 years 
of  his career.

“There’s always bittersweet kind 
of  emotions you have,” Lane said of  
retirement. “I’m sure I’m going to miss 
the medicine and miss the patients and 
the interactions every day, but some other 
stu! I’m not going to miss.”

The physician grew up in the small 
West Texas town of  Sudan with a 

population of  around 900. 
His dad was a farmer, so Lane grew up 

on the farm before attending what is now 
West Texas A&M University. It was called 
West Texas State University at the time he 
got his degree in chemistry and biology. 
He then attended Texas Tech Medical 
School in Lubbock. 

“I did a three-year residency in Lubbock 
… we graduated around the end of  June, 
and I started here on July 13, 1987,” 
Lane said. “We [he and his wife, Jacalyn] 
got married in March of  ’87, so a lot of  
changes.”

Lane, who has enjoyed a long and 
successful career practicing medicine, 
can’t quite outline why he decided to 
become a doctor in the first place.

“People have asked me that numerous 

 

Troubled water

COURTESY PHOTO

Bret Cali of Bend, shared this photo of his water from last week. 
Corix Utilities has been under fire for the water quality. 

Corix customers 
seek answers on 

sanitation concerns
BY MASON HINES
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Lometa and Bend residents 
have lost faith in their water 
provider, which they say has 
o!ered unfavorable results 
and increased prices in the 
last few months. 

Complaints have stemmed 
from discolored water, poor 
communication from the 
Corix company and a lack 
of  clarity regarding water 
quality. Residents say they 
have felt left out and aren’t 
always able to contact Corix 
to ask about the state of  
their water. 

Robert and Teresa Masters 
have experienced these 
problems and hope things 
will change soon. 

“We’ve been getting brown 
water,” Robert Masters said. 
“We called Corix. They sent 
a text about them starting 
to flush the brown water, 
but still brown water pops 
up. This has been going on I 
think for close to a month. 

“You don’t want to shower 
or drink it,” he said. “My 

wife had gone to the 
bathroom, and she thought 
she was sick, because of  
what the water looked like.” 

In addition to the color, 
the taste of  the water and a 
boil notice left places such 
as Big’s convenience store 
in Lometa unable to sell 
fountain drinks, according 
to Masters. 

“We were there last Friday 
[July 15], and they couldn’t 
let us get fountain drinks 
because we were under a 
boil notice,” he said.

Corix Utilities-Texas 
President Darrin Barker 
is confident his team has 
resolved the water issues.

“We started getting calls 
in late June, early July, and 
had to take a look at the sys-
tem,” Barker said. “Flushing 
the system has been chal-
lenging, especially consider-
ing the length of  the pipe. 
We’ve got to cover 300 miles 
of  pipe to flush and reset 
the system, and that takes 

SEE LANE, PAGE 10

Lometa FFA rodeo draws youth entrants
Flag bearers Audey Jo Henniger and Breck McCoury, hold the American and Texas flags during 
the Lometa FFA Rodeo grand entry on Friday. For rop

MASON HINES | DISPATCH RECORD
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Burn ban to continue through October

Amber Alert issued for three siblings

SEE  MOTHER, PAGE 10
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A renewed county burn 
ban took e!ect Monday and 
is scheduled to remain in 
e!ect until Oct. 23. 

The ban prohibits 
outdoor burning outside 
the city limits of  Lampasas, 
Kempner and Lometa. 

The only exceptions are for 
firefighter training; public 

utility, natural gas pipeline 
or mining operations; 
planting or harvesting of  
agricultural crops; or fires 
conducted by a prescribed 
burn manager certified 
under Section 153.048 of  the 
Natural Resources Code.

The use of  combustible 
materials in an outdoor 
environment is prohibited 
during the ban. Combustible 
materials include but are 

not limited to fireworks, 
burning of  trash or brush, 
open campfires and 
materials used outdoors in 
activities that could result 
in a fire.

The use of  above-ground 
barbecue grills is allow, as 
is the burning of  household 
trash in a receptacle 
“enclosed and covered 
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