
 
 

 
 

 
 

PRESENTS 
 

Black Girl, Interrupted 

 
BY 

 

LYANISHA R. GONZALEZ 
 
 

DIRECTED BY 
 

W. JEROME STEVENSON 
 
 
 
 

SCENIC DESIGN 
RICK REEVES 

COSTUME DESIGN 
GABRIELA BASTIDAS 

LIGHTING DESIGN 
JACK BECKEY 

 
SOUND DESIGN 

DILYNN STOVALL 

 
DIGITAL MEDIA DESIGN 

RICK REEVES 

 
STAGE MANAGER 

ELIANA PEREZ 

 
 
 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
BURG THEATRE 

Friday, February 12, 2021 at 8:00PM 
Saturday, February 13, 2021 at 8:00PM 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 



 

CAST 
 

                                      
 
 
 

                          
 
 
 

             
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Karam 
Alkhatib 

Aaron 
Bates 

Cameron 
Brown 

Deanna 
Cooper 

Meredith 
England 

Grayson 
Fontana-Harless 

Darius 
Freeman 

Casey 
Kassal 

Angeli 
Peña 

Trevor 
Rau 

Tiónna 
Bell 



 

CAST 
 

Riley Jones ................................................................ Angeli Peña 

Sasha Green ............................................................... Tiónna Bell 

Col. Joan Moore .................................................. Deanna Cooper 

Sidney ................................................................. Karam Alkhatib 

Dr. Lanham .............................................................. Casey Kassal 

Masked Man .............................................................. Trevor Rau 

Terri ................................................................ Meredith England 

Kofi ..................................................................... Cameron Brown 

Mr. Green .......................................................... Darius Freeman 

Masked Men .................. Grayson Fontana-Harless, Aaron Bates 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

PLAYWRIGHT’S NOTE 
I began writing this play in the Fall of 2017 after stumbling across a documentary trailer on Facebook. It was for the film 
The Silent Truth, which detailed the rape and murder of Private First Class LaVena Johnson. She was stationed in Iraq on 
an American Military Base during the war in 2005. She never made it home. She was nineteen years old. I was more than 
shocked and surprised when I first heard the story—not because the brutality wielded against her body was egregious in 
scope and depravity, and certainly not because such violence against bodies like hers (Black and female) are new or out 
of the ordinary; but because of the overwhelming national silence about what happened to her. Around the time of 
LaVena’s murder, the media was relaying stories about Johnny Walker Linde, the American Jihadist, and Pat Tillman and 
Jessica Lynch…but nothing about LaVena, an active-duty soldier who lost her life under dubious and curious circumstances, 
while on an American Military Base. As the granddaughter of two proud World War II veterans and the niece of a Vietnam 
Veteran and the friend of many active duty and retired military, law enforcement, and government professionals, this was 
unacceptable to me. So, I sought a way to use my limited talents to try and correct this miscarriage of justice. I want to 
highlight this tragedy and give dignity and agency to a young woman who was so heinously betrayed by her fellow soldiers 
in arms, as well as by the Army she served in, and the country she fought for. Her story has been dramatized in this play 
to allow for creative license in crafting a work of theatrical fiction, however, the essence of her story remains intact. This 
was the only way I could give justice, peace, and solace to a young woman on the cusp of a destiny that will forever remain 
unlived and unfulfilled. So tonight, as the wonderful cast and crew put their talent and polish on this production, I hope 
that you will remember the woman behind the play. Her name is LaVena Johnson and this is for her. 
 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
There is nothing quite like digging into a new play. The gifted playwright has the uncanny ability to engage and entertain 
us all while holding a mirror to us and asking us to reflect on who we are and how we can grow and change the society 
within which we live. Combine the writer’s skills with the talent of designers and technicians, the world of a play can thrust 
you into some new experience that commands your time and attention. Still, with all these gifted artists working to divert 
you, the job of bringing the play and its characters to life; of finding the hidden truth that connects the audience to one 
another in our humanity, belongs to the actor. In this production, I have been blessed with a company of hungry and gifted 
young artists; each wholeheartedly committed to bringing this story to the stage and, through the power of technology, 
into your homes. I am so grateful to have shared this experience with all these extraordinary artists and technicians who 
braved the unknown to bring this story to your attention. 
 
With Black Girl, Interrupted, our gifted playwright, LyaNisha R. Gonzalez has trained her keen eyes and ears (and, 
hopefully, yours) on the heinous violence that has far too often claimed the lives of brave American soldiers. In 2018, a 
Pentagon survey showed that the number of sexual assaults in the military had risen to 20,500. These soldiers are our 
sisters and brothers, our mothers and fathers, our wives, husbands, and our friends, and they committed their lives in 
service of our country and its freedoms. Far too many of our soldiers have reported enduring such acts of violence and 
cowardice and yet far too many of their stories remain virtually unknown to us. 
 
Black Girl, Interrupted doesn’t merely ask us to face this difficult truth but to posit why such a systemic failure could be 
allowed to continue without eliciting our collective outrage and move us to action. We enjoy the blanket of freedom 
provided for us by soldiers of every race, creed, religion, orientation, identity, and gender. Surely, it is our duty to serve 
and see them all. 
 
Thank you, LyaNisha, for helping us to See Them, 
 
W. Jerome Stevenson 
Director 
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