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A San Antonio woman died Oct. 1 after a 
fatal crash in Lampasas County. 

About 10:30 p.m., DPS troopers responded 
to a two-vehicle collision on U.S. Highway 
281 south of  Evant. 

According to DPS investigators, Je"ery 
Dean Lederer was driving a 2020 Ford Edge 

when he collided with a 2016 Dodge Ram 
pick-up truck. Lederer is a 49-year-old 
Kingsland resident, according to a Lampasas 
County Sheri"’s O#ce inmate log. 

The Dodge Ram, operated by a 71-year-
old male from San Antonio, attempted to 
take evasive action and swerved to avoid a 
collision, investigators said. 

The Ford collided head on with the Dodge 
truck.

The passenger in the Dodge, identified as 
62-year-old Carol Ann Neatherlin of  San 
Antonio, was pronounced dead at the scene 
by Justice of  the Peace Camron Brister. 

The driver of  the Dodge was transported 
to AdventHealth Rollins Brook with non-
life-threatening injuries. 

“[Lederer] showed signs of  intoxication 
and was charged with intoxication man-
slaughter,” DPS spokesman Sgt. Bryan 

Washko said. “The crash inves-
tigation is still active and open.

“Texas DPS would like to 
remind drivers to never drink 
and drive,” Washko added. 
“Celebrate responsibly and 
plan. Choose a designated 
driver, or utilize a rideshare 
program when planning to 
celebrate.”
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The city of  Lampasas and the Lampasas 
Fire Department announced Wednesday 
the creation of  two new positions and the 
recent promotions of  personnel within the 
department.  

Capt. Jon-Paul Harris has been 
promoted to second in command as 
deputy fire chief  and fire marshal. 

He replaces former fire marshal Ronnie 
Withers, who retired in July. 

Harris, a 1994 Lampasas High School 
graduate, will begin his new position Oct. 
17. 

Two other captains, Joe Adams and 
Corey Greiner, also received promotions. 

Starting Oct. 18, Adams and Greiner 
will function in the newly created roles of  
administrative chief  and operations chief, 
respectively.

Three firefighters moved up to fill the 
soon-to-be vacant captain positions: 
Colton Baker, Tyler Gillis and Sawyer 
Smith. 

“The newly promoted captains are 
current members of  the Lampasas Fire 
Department who served in the position 
of  driver/operator/pumper,” Fire Chief  
Je" Smith said in a news release. “This 
position is the first level of  supervisor in 
the fire department organization. 

“[Baker, Gillis and Sawyer Smith] will 
now function as the o#cer in charge of  
daily operations within the Lampasas Fire 
Department,” the chief  added. “They will 
continue to work a 24/48 work schedule 
and will begin their new assignments on 
Sunday, Oct. 17, 2021. 

“There will be a promotional test for 
current members of  the department to 
determine the next three driver/operator/
pumpers,” Smith said in the news release.
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A court has yet to hear 
a motion for suppression 
from a convicted felon 
accused of  four more 
felony counts, including 
allegedly firing a pistol at a 
Texas game warden.

A pretrial hearing was 
set for Robert W. Morris 
II, 41, of  Temple on Oct. 1, 
but Lampasas Assistant 
District Attorney Jessica 
Guy said the court will not 
hear the case until a later 
date.

At the 27th District Court 
setting on Oct. 1, the 
motion to suppress hearing 

was moved to Nov. 5.
Lampasas defense 

attorney Paul Harrell 
and his client issued a 
motion to suppress on 

July 28. After 
his arrest in 
November 
2020, Morris 
submitted a 
motion for a 
speedy trial, 
requesting 
a trial on 
or before 
March 1. In a 

letter to the district court, 
Morris asked “that the 
indictment or information 

BY MONIQUE BRAND
DISPATCH RECORD

An inaugural workshop 
with the Lampasas City 
Council and the city’s 
Airport Advisory Board 
was held last week to 
review potential projects 
and needs. 

One project would add 
a hangar at the Lampasas 
Municipal Airport to house 
privately owned planes 
through a multi-year lease. 

According to Ben Breck, 
an aviation planner with 
the Texas Department of  
Transportation, the total of  
the city’s aviation capital 
improvement program is 
$600,000. That wouldn’t 
be enough to construct a 
“quality hangar,” which 

Breck said would cost 
about $800,000. 

When council members 
Zac Morris and Catherine 
Kuehne asked Breck for 
suggestions on where the 

money should be applied, he 
responded: “For instance, 
your runway projects, your 
airfield projects.” 

The city already has 
updated such areas, Mayor 
TJ Monroe said. 

In years past, advisory 
board member Kenneth 
Cattles said, the city hired 
local contractors to build 
hangars. 

Cattles served on the City 
Council from 1979 to 1986. 

“They [hangars] never 
failed to make money for 
the city,” he said. “I sat on 
this council for seven years, 
back in the ’80s. And no 
nice hangars there. There 
was some junk out there. 

“So, we decided as the 
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Two Lometa police o#cers 
have submitted their resig-
nations. 

O#cers Jesus Cerda and 
Raymond Lazard have not 
worked since Sept. 3 and 

Sept.17, re-
spectively. 

Both cited 
“hostile 
work condi-
tions” as 
the reason 
for their 
resigna-
tions.  

Accord-

ing to City Secretary Lindsey 
Grant, Cerda 
mentioned an 
incident with 
Councilman 
Doug Brister 
as the ultimate 
reason for their 
separation 
from the police 
department. 
Details were 
not provided.

Grant told 
the Dispatch 
Record that 
Chief  of  Police 
Melissa Cantu 
has not hired 
any replace-

ments, however reserve of-
ficer Sixto Rocha III – who 
has been with the city since 
Oct. 25, 2018 – was promot-
ed to full-time status. 

His promotion was e"ec-
tive Sept. 21. 

As of  press 
time Thursday, 
the two police 
positions avail-
able are a full-
time listing 
and a part-time 
listing. Ap-
plications can 

be made through the Texas 
Municipal League website 

City officials discuss potential airport hangar

Lampasas Fire Department selects Jon-Paul Harris to serve as city’s new fire marshal

Trial pending for man
who allegedly shot

at game warden

Two Lometa police officers resign,
citing ‘hostile work conditions’

Woman dies in crash south of Evant
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School presentation highlights Fire Prevention Week
Lampasas Fire Department Firefighter Morris Wilkins speaks to Kline Whitis Elementary School students Thursday morning 
about daily tasks his department handles. The campus visit was part of the department’s observance of Fire Prevention Week, 
which educates the public about fire safety and awareness.
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SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER
A First Responder Spaghetti Meal 

will be hosted at the Lampasas Fire 
Station, located at 1107 E. Fourth 
St., on Sunday from 1 p.m. until 
meals are sold out. Take-out meals 
will be available, as well as dine-in.

A donation of  $10 or toys valued 
at $10 or more is requested per 
meal. The lunch is free to first 
responders.

The toys will be part of  the fire 

department’s annual Christmas 
toy drive for children in Lampasas 
County.

BURN BAN TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED
County Judge Randy Hoyer 

has lifted the county’s burn ban 
through Sunday at 5 p.m. As a 
result, controlled burns are allowed 
outside incorporated city limits.

O#cials urge people to use 
caution when burning and to notify 

the sheri"’s o#ce of  fire plans in 
advance by calling 512-556-8255.

BEND FUNDRAISER
Bend Community Center will be 

the site for the annual fundraiser on 
Oct. 23 at 6 p.m.

A fish fry with all the trimmings 
will be served by donation only. 

A cake auction and silent auction 
also will be o"ered.

Face masks are optional.
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WEATHER

SEE TRIAL, PAGE 11

SEE COUNCIL, PAGE 11 SEE LOMETA, PAGE 8

Date          High   Low   Rain

Oct. 3        84      65          0

Oct. 4        85      63          0

Oct. 5        84      62          0

Oct. 6        86     62          0

Total rainfall for 2021:    24.68 in.
   
Data from the Lower Colorado River 
Authority (site 11 miles west-northwest 
of Lampasas, near Nix).
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Former Lampasas City 
Council member Kenneth 
Cattles serves on the city’s 
Airport Advisory Board.

www.lampasasdispatchrecord.com
www.texairhvacinc.com


 

(tml.careerwebsite.com/jobs/) 
and by searching Lometa, 
Texas. 

Interested parties also can 
apply in person at Lometa 
City Hall. 

There is no deadline to 
apply, as the positions will 
remain open until they are 
filled.

The resignations, along with 
other personnel issues and 
policies, were discussed by the 
Lometa City Council during 
its regular meeting Monday. 

City o"cials considered 
changes to City Hall’s operat-
ing hours and the use of  squad 
cars for police o"cers. 

City Attorney Arthur Bryan 
reminded the council of  a 
decision from a prior meet-
ing that limits certain uses of  
police vehicles and said there 
would need to be an o"cial 
change before any action 
could be taken. 

Councilman James Dickison 
said the council “should dis-
cuss the handbook from front 
to back … work through it, get 
it up to date, how it should be.” 

“It should be our policy 
that [all city] employees are 
handed a copy [of  the policy], 
and sign o# on it before they 
start work,” Dickison said.  

Dickison also noted that use 
of  the police cars are current-
ly part of  an o"cer's stipend. 

The recently approved 
budget allots $186,758 for law 
enforcement, with the current 
hourly salary being $15.50, 
for both full- and part-time 
o"cers. 

No action was taken on 
Cerda’s and Lazard’s resigna-
tions, but other personnel 
issues arose at Monday’s 
meeting. 

After the council concluded 
an executive session on per-
sonnel matters, maintenance 
technician Alex Witherspoon 
recounted to the council his 
work experience that also 
included a negative encounter 
with elected o"cials. 

Witherspoon was hired in 
July. 

Witherspoon said “a city 
council member has targeted 
me to the point I feel uncom-
fortable and scrutinized. I was 
informed that a city council 
member gave an employee 
[instructions] to record 
information on my locations, 
conversations, duties per-
formed, and any mistakes [I] 
might make and to return it to 
that member.” 

Witherspoon cited his love 
for the community and hard 
work as an employee, and 

asked for clarification on why 
he was being targeted. 

He named the council mem-
bers he felt harassed by as 
Brister and Marsha Laughlin. 

Laughlin expressed her con-
cern over the allegation.

“If  you feel I’m harassing 
you in any way, I do not agree 
with that,” she said, and listed 
issues she has had in the past 
with Witherspoon that she 
said were “warranted.” 

At Monday’s meeting, Bris-
ter did not o#er comments 
about concerns with city 
personnel. Correspondence 
from the Dispatch Record to 
Brister — seeking comments 
about the personnel matters 
— did not yield a response 
from Brister by press time.

The city attorney recom-
mended the council take care 
of  its current human resource 
issues, which include the 
reported incident between 
Cerda and Brister, as well as 
the alleged harassment of  
Witherspoon. 

Bryan’s recommendation 
passed unanimously.

CITY HALL PROBLEMS

The council also discussed 
changing the lunch hour 
policy for city secretaries, 
with better public transpar-
ency on when City Hall would 
be closed.

Laughlin made a motion to 
close City Hall from 1-2 p.m. 
daily, which passed with a 
unanimous vote. 

Laughlin then expressed 
concerns over foot tra"c 
within City Hall – an item she 
had requested appear on the 
agenda for Monday’s meeting. 

“This should be treated like 
a business, and we don’t need 
more foot tra"c,” the council-
woman said. 

The city secretary said some 
space could be for “authorized 
personnel only, which she 
[Laughlin] has discretion to 
give that authorization.” 

Tensions rose as the discus-
sion continued.

“What will someone who’s 
not from here think about 
Lometa?” Laughlin said. “How 
will they feel since we’re lax?” 

Council members inquired 
how citizens would be re-
moved from unauthorized 
areas. 

Laughlin cited a “lack of  
structure” that she wanted to 
raise concerns about. 

No action was taken, but 
the City Hall policies will be 
addressed during the restruc-
turing of  the city employee 
handbook. 

The next council meeting is 
scheduled for Nov. 1 at 7 p.m.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We would like to help get your group’s event(s) listed in the 
Dispatch Record Calendar. The listing of  community events and 
meetings is free.

Calendar items must be in writing. Email to news@lampasas.
com, or mail to:

Calendar
Lampasas Dispatch Record
P.O. Box 631
Lampasas, TX 76550
Details also may be turned in at our o"ce, 416 S. Live Oak St.
Calendar items should be brief  and include all pertinent 

information about name of the event or meeting, time and place. 
Only events open to the public will be accepted.

We reserve the right to edit or exclude submissions. 
The Dispatch Record is not responsible for cancellations or 

unforeseen changes to listings.
Those who have questions about the Calendar may call the 

newspaper at 512-556-6262.

Lometa City Council
addresses personnel concerns

Historical monument relocated
A historical marker that had stood on the grounds of the former 
jail on East Fourth Street was moved to the Lampasas County 
Museum Wednesday morning. Precinct 3 Commissioner Lewis 
Bridges was on hand to help with the move. The old jail has been 
vacant since the new law enforcement center opened in March.
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SATURDAY, OCT. 9
LAMPASAS FARMERS’ & 

CRAFT MARKET, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Lampasas County 
Courthouse square, 501 E. 
Fourth St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
11 a.m. St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, Fourth 
Street and Chestnut.

MONDAY, OCT. 11
COLUMBUS DAY HOLIDAY 

-- ALL COUNTY OFFICES 
CLOSED. Lometa, Kempner 
municipal offices closed.

AWARENESS RIBBON 
MAKING, 10-11:30 a.m. 

Lampasas Multi-Service 
Center, 901 S. Live Oak. 
Host is Leann from Beacon 
Hospice. 

HEART OF FORGIVENESS 
MEAL, 5 p.m. Free meal 
served at House of 
Forgiveness, 908 E. Fourth 
St. No call-in or delivery 
available. Limited takeout.

LAMPASAS CITY COUNCIL, 
6 p.m. Council Chambers, 
Chambers, 302 E. Third St.

TUESDAY, OCT. 12
LAMPASAS COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS COURT, 
9 a.m. Lampasas County 

Courthouse, 501 E. Fourth 
St., first-floor courtroom.

FULL CIRCLE SUPPORT 
GROUP, 10 a.m. First 
United Methodist Church, 
2 Alexander Dr. Non-
denominational group 
for family caregivers of 
dementia patients. For 
info, call 512-556-5513.

HEART OF FORGIVENESS 
MEAL, 11:30 a.m. Free 
meal served at House of 
Forgiveness, 908 E. Fourth 
St. No call-in or delivery 
available. Limited takeout. 
Meal offered at same time 
Wednesday through Friday.

KEMPNER CITY COUNCIL, 
7 p.m. Kempner City Hall, 
12288 East U.S. Highway 
190.  

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
7 p.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, Fourth Street and 
Chestnut.

THURSDAY, OCT. 14
LAMPASAS 42 CLUB, 6 p.m. 

Putters & Gutters, 2341 
U.S. Highway 281 South. 
Open to anyone who wants 
to play; any level accepted.

YARN MAKERS MEETUP, 7-8 
p.m. Wool and Vine wine 
lounge, 415 East Third St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
7 p.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, Fourth Street and 
Chestnut.

SATURDAY, OCT. 16
LAMPASAS FARMERS’ & 

CRAFT MARKET, 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Lampasas County 
Courthouse square, 501 E. 
Fourth St.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
11 a.m. St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church, Fourth 
Street and Chestnut.

MONDAY, OCT. 18
HEART OF FORGIVENESS 

MEAL, 5 p.m. Free meal 
served at House of For-
giveness, 908 E. Fourth St. 
No call-in or delivery avail-
able. Limited takeout.

TUESDAY, OCT. 19
HEART OF FORGIVENESS 

MEAL, 11:30 a.m. Free 
meal served at House of 
Forgiveness, 908 E. Fourth 
St. No call-in or delivery 
available. Limited takeout. 
Meal offered at same time 
Wednesday through Friday.

CHRISTIAN MOTORCYCLE 
ASSOCIATION SPRING 
OF GRACE RIDERS, 7 
p.m. Kempner Brick Oven, 
12093 East U.S. Highway 
190. A Dutch treat meal 
and time of fellowship will 
be held at 6 p.m. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
7 p.m. St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church, Fourth Street and 
Chestnut.
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