
Benefits to the Town of Westport From The WESTPORT 
COMMUNITY GARDENS AND THE LONG LOTS PRESERVE

1. ASPETUCK LAND TRUST GREEN CORRIDOR 
The Aspetuck L-nd Trust Green Corridor connects environment-lly he-lthy 
properties cont-ining ecologic-lly v-lu-ble flor- -nd f-un- in F-irfield County. 
These properties s-fegu-rd our l-nd, wildlife -nd w-ter sources for future 
gener-tions. The southern p-rt of the Green Corridor in F-irfield County is highly 
developed residenti-l l-nd, presenting - ch-llenge to conserv-tion efforts. 

The Long Lots Preserve will Jllow the Green Corridor to expJnd into this 
environmentJlly chJllenged suburbJn JreJ.
  

2. CONNECTICUT AUDUBON SOCIETY
The Connecticut Audubon Society (CAS) protects Connecticut's birds, other 
wildlife -nd their h-bit-ts through conserv-tion, educ-tion -nd -dvoc-cy.  CAS 
m-n-ges 21 wildlife s-nctu-ries encomp-ssing more th-n 3,300 -cres of open 
sp-ce in Connecticut -nd educ-tes over 100,000 children -nd -dults -nnu-lly. 
Albeit on - sm-ller sc-le, The Long Lots Preserve initi-tive will mimic Audubon's 
Smith Rich-rdson Wildlife Preserve, Westport's l-rgest priv-te open sp-ce -t 75 
-cres. CAS h-s spent - h-lf-million doll-rs restoring the Smith Rich-rdson 
s-nctu-ry in Greens F-rms, pl-nted over 3000 n-tive trees -nd shrubs, inst-lled 
educ-tion-l signs, -nd led m-ny community tours -nd cl-sses.  All these benefits 
would be re-lized -t the Long Lots Preserve. The Connecticut Audubon Society 
h-s -lre-dy committed to don-te $1,000 in seed money.  

The Long Lots Preserve will leverJge CAS restorJtion success in Westport 
Jnd provide wildlife hJbitJt Jnd sJnctuJry to resident Jnd migrJting birds.

3. POLLINATOR PATHWAY
The Pollin-tor P-thw-y is - gr-ssroots movement focused on est-blishing 
pollin-tor friendly h-bit-t -nd food sources for bees, butterflies, hummingbirds 
-nd other pollin-ting insects -nd wildlife -long - series of continuous corridors. 
The pollin-tor p-thw-y h-s g-ined n-tionwide momentum.  

The Long Lots Preserve will Jllow the pollinJtor pJthwJy to expJnd into 
this environmentJlly chJllenged suburbJn JreJ.



 

4. TOWN OF WESTPORT PLAN OF CONSERVATION DEVELOPMENT
One of the go-ls of the Westport Pl-n of Conserv-tion Development is to preserve 
-nd enh-nce open sp-ce -nd cre-te me-ningful connections to, within, -nd 
between open sp-ce -re-s.
From the Town of Westport Pl-n of Conserv-tion Development:
"Open sp-ce helps protect n-tur-l resources; provide flood stor-ge, wildlife 
h-bit-t, -nd tree c-nopy; enh-nce over-ll community -ppe-r-nce; -nd enh-nce 
the qu-lity of life of residents -nd visitors.  Westport residents v-lue the 
preserved open sp-ce -re-s th-t -dd to the over-ll be-uty of the community -nd 
w-nt to: m-int-in the open sp-ce -re-s we h-ve, -dd more open sp-ce -re-s -s 
opportunities -rise..." -nd "Preserving open sp-ce will help m-ke Westport - more 
sust-in-ble community by ret-ining n-tur-l sp-ces -nd sust-ining environment-l 
he-lth."  Westport 2017 Pl-n of Conserv-tion -nd Development, Section 5.1.

The Long Lots Preserve will help Jchieve the goJls of the Town of Westport 
PlJn of ConservJtion Development.

5. EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
The educ-tion-l opportunities presented by this project -re unlimited.  Loc-ted 
-dj-cent next to -n element-ry school this initi-tive strongly support multiple 
p-rts of the Next Gener-tion Science St-nd-rds.  Addition-lly, this is - wonderful 
h-nds-on opportunity to help school--ged children underst-nd b-sic scientific 
environment-l concepts.  Biodiversity, photosynthesis, food ch-ins, food webs, 
w-ter cycle, nitrogen cycle, c-rbon cycle energy pyr-mids s-nd soil composition 
-re just - few import-nt re-l world concepts on displ-y here.

If so inclined, Long Lots Element-ry School would be -ble to integr-te -ny 
component of the Long Lots Preserve in to the curriculum it currently uses or uses 
in the future.  The s-me holds true for St-ples High School.  High School students 
would be -ble to use this property to enh-nce its environment-l curriculum 
providing re-l-world experience in inv-sive species, n-tive pl-ntings -nd 
ecologic-l succession.
Support for using preserve initi-tives such -s this for educ-tion-l purposes c-n 
be found in this -rticle from edutopi-.org. Using N-ture to Eng-ge Students in 
Le-rning

The Long Lots Preserve will offer Jmple opportunity to enhJnce the 
educJtionJl curriculum of the Westport Public Schools.  

https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-nature-engage-students-learning
https://www.edutopia.org/article/using-nature-engage-students-learning


6. VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

There -re -lw-ys citizens looking to eng-ge in -ctivities th-t they feel will bring 
-bout - positive imp-ct in their community.  We -re lucky to h-ve - signific-nt 
number of these citizens in the Town of Westport.  

The Long Lots Preserve will provides locJl, tJngible volunteer opportunities 
for those individuJls Jnd groups looking to mJke J positive impJct on our 
environment.

7. AESTHETIC ENHANCEMENT 

As this property h-s been unm-int-ined by the Town since its purch-se -round 
2004, it h-s -ccumul-ted tr-sh.  Much of the tr-sh comes from the p-rking lot 
-nd -dj-cent element-ry school. 

Represent-tives from the Westport Community G-rdens h-ve been removing 
tr-sh from this property for 17 ye-rs.  Most not-bly, - trucklo-d of g-rb-ge w-s 
removed during the l-st town cle-nup d-y in Spring 2021.

The l-ck of m-inten-nce of the property h-s -llowed the inv-sive vines -nd 
weeds to prolifer-te, compromising the n-tur-l be-uty of the forest.

The Log Lots Preserve will enhJnce the overJll Jesthetic of the JreJ by 
replJnting the property with flowering trees, shrubs Jnd wildflowers.  This 
will compliment the ongoing trJsh removJl by Westport Community 
GJrdeners.

8. REMOVAL OF INVASIVE SPECIES 

The -re- proposed for the Long Lots Preserve is currently overrun with non-
n-tive, inv-sive pl-nts. 

Domin-ting much of the l-ndsc-pe -re inv-sive, not-n-tive vines including 
Porcel-inberry, B-rberry, Mile---Minute, Bittersweet -nd Wineberry. 
These vines -re c-rpeting the -re-, overt-king the trees -nd becoming 
problem-tic for some of the -djoining properties. Represent-tives from the 
Westport Community G-rdens h-ve been cutting the vines from trees for over 10 
ye-rs -t no cost to the town.

Addition-lly, non-n-tive -nd inv-sive trees est-blished on the property include 



Tree of He-ven -nd Norw-y M-ple.  These trees inhibit the growth of their n-tive 
counterp-rts. Tree of He-ven is of p-rticul-r concern to the St-te of Connecticut 
-s it is the prim-ry reproductive host of the spotted l-nternfly, Lycorm' delic'tul'. 
This insect is noted for its -dverse effect on - wide v-riety of trees -nd other 
pl-nts in Connecticut.  Pl-ces where l-rge -mounts of tree-of-he-ven grow -re 
potenti-l points of est-blishment for popul-tions of the spotted l-nternfly. There 
is - st-nd of -t le-st 5 of these trees in Ph-se 1 of the project. The Southwest 
Conserv-tion District, h-ving toured the property -nd h-ving provided initi-l site 
pl-nning -nd design, suggests "Remov-l of Tree of He-ven should be - priority."

Other inv-sive pl-nts domin-ting the l-ndsc-pe include g-rlic must-rd, mugwort, 
multiflor- rose, J-p-nese Stilt Gr-ss -nd purple loosestrife.  

The Long Lots Preserve will methodicJlly remove these invJsive species 
while plJnting nJtive species in densities thJt will keep the non-nJtives from 
proliferJting.  UltimJtely, the goJl is to plJnt lJrge populJtions of nJtive florJ 
to out-compete the non-nJtives.  This will benefit the locJl ecology Jnd 
JdjJcent property owners who Jre Jdversely Jffected by the Jggressive 
nJture of the vines.
 

9. BENEFIT TO THE WESTPORT COMMUNITY GARDENS 

The Westport Community G-rdens h-s served residents of the Town of Westport 
for -pproxim-tely 17 ye-rs.  Membership h-s grown from the origin-l 30 members 
to -pproxim-tely 120 members who -re town residents or town employees. 
Members -nd their guests grow pl-nts including fruit, veget-bles, flowers, herbs 
-nd gr-sses.  In -ddition to m-n-ging this town l-nd in -n environment-lly 
responsible m-nner, signific-nt qu-ntities of fresh food grown here is don-ted to 
those who -re food insecure through the "Grow-A-Row' progr-m.  

The proposed preserve surrounds the g-rdens on three sides.  P-rt of the 
-ttr-ction of the g-rdens is th-t it is rel-tively secluded -nd it provides me-sures 
of pe-ce -nd tr-nquility to its members -nd their guests. Growing food, flowers 
-nd herbs is dependent upon pollin-tors such -s bees, butterflies -nd moths. 
 N-tur-l -re-s such -s the proposed preserve -fford the h-bit-t necess-ry to 
support popul-tions of pollin-ting insects. The Southwest Conserv-tion District 
notes -bout the -re- surrounding the g-rdens: "At the current st-te, the border of 
inv-sive pl-nts is not -ttr-cting pollin-tors, but r-ther deterring them -s they -re 
not supporting - source of food or h-bit-t."

The l-nd surrounding the g-rdens h-s been compromised by tree cutting -nd 
dumping.



The Long Lots Preserve will Jid in the pollinJtion of Westport Community 
GJrden plJnts Jnd will strengthen the Westport Community GJrdens overJll. 
 EstJblishing Jn ecologicJlly rich preserve would enhJnce the functionJlity 
of the gJrdens by increJsing hJbitJt for pollinJtors.  Protecting the JreJ 
Jround the gJrdens will continue the viJbility of the gJrdens Js J town Jsset.
 

10. PROPERTY VALUES
Subst-nti-l inform-tion supporting the cl-im th-t minim-lly used open sp-ce 
incre-ses -dj-cent property v-lues is -v-il-ble from priv-te, not-for-profit -nd 
public sources including the St-te of Connecticut. 

The Long Lots Preserve will subsequently increJse JdjJcent residentiJl 
property vJlues by preserving Jnd protecting this town property.
 

11. SUPPORT FOR THE WESTPORT TREE BOARD MISSION 

The Westport Tree Bo-rd promotes the pl-nting, m-inten-nce, restor-tion -nd 
surviv-l of desir-ble trees -nd shrubs on Town property.  It is -lso t-sked with 
educ-ting the public. This project cle-rly -ligns with the Tree Bo-rd's mission. 
 In -ddition to pl-nting -nd preserving trees, educ-tion-l sign-ge would be posted 
during Ph-se 1 of the initi-tive, describing the benefits of n-tive pl-nting -nd non-
n-tive pl-nt remov-l. Consequently, in - July 15, 2021 letter from the Tree Bo-rd 
supporting this preserve initi-tive, they write "The Tree Bo-rd supports the 
protection of trees -nd we -ppl-ud your efforts." 

The Long Lots Preserve will support the Westport Tree BoJrd's mission to 
support nJtive tree plJnting Jnd protection Js well Js to educJte the locJl 
populJtion.

12. SUPPORT FOR WESTPORT'S DESIGNATION AS TREE CITY USA 

Westport h-s been design-ted -s - Tree City USA by the Arbor D-y Found-tion. 
As noted in the Arbor D-y Found-tion's communic-tion to the Town of Westport 
received on April 7, 2021, "Residents of Westport should be proud to live in - 
community th-t m-kes pl-nting -nd c-re of trees - priority."  Included in the Arbor 
D-y Found-tion's requirements for such design-tion is "- community forestry 
progr-m with -n -nnu-l budget of -t le-st $2 per c-pit-" -nd "-n -nnu-l Arbor 
D-y Observ-nce -nd Procl-m-tion." 



The Long Lots Preserve will provide Jn excellent plJtform to support 
Westport's continued designJtion Js J Tree City USA. 

13. SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABLE WESTPORT'S MISSION 

Sust-in-ble Westport's mission centers on becoming - Net Zero community by 
the ye-r 2050. Att-ining th-t go-l involves reducing the environment-l imp-ct of 
our community.  Sust-in-ble Westport supports -ppro-ches to community living 
th-t -re economic-lly vi-ble, of soci-l benefit -nd environment-lly responsible. 
 One of the pill-rs to re-ching their over-ll go-l is th-t our community should be 
responsible stew-rds of n-tur-l resources. 

The Long Lots Preserve will support SustJinJble Westport's mission by 
implementing Jn environmentJl stewJrdship progrJm thJt is economicJlly 
viJble, sociJlly beneficiJl Jnd environmentJlly responsible.


