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H
as standardized testing finally run its course?

 This question, accompanied by changes in 
test scores and a complete pause in 2020 due to 
COVID-19, has school o!cials, parents and students 

revisiting the issue. The State of  Texas Assessment of  
Academic Readiness is required for all Texas public 
school students from third to 12th grades. 

While some hold the belief  that these tests aren’t a 
proper measure of  a student’s ability, others contend that 
they are integral to measuring school success. 

The Dispatch Record reached out to some parents, 
teachers and school administrators to ask their thoughts 
on the STAAR testing program and how it can be 
improved. 

Superintendent Rob Moore, who has served in that 
capacity at the Lometa Independent School District since 
August of  last year, explained the ways STAAR testing 
bears upon the district – from funding to post-graduation 
readiness to how teachers are a#ected by di#erences in 
testing metrics.

From a funding aspect, STAAR scores only have a large 
impact, Moore said, when a student needs additional 
assistance to pass.

“Lometa, like others, has felt the significant e#ects of  
pandemic-related learning loss,” the superintendent said. 
“Schools were not rated in 2020, but in 2021 scores showed 
a near 15% school-wide drop in every testing category. 
Extra funding was provided throughout the state and 
nation in order to address pandemic-related learning 
loss.”

The educational outlook seems to be improving, with 
some of  the academic losses having been recuperated 
during this year’s testing cycle. 

“While we do not yet have all of  the 2022 data, 
preliminary results indicate that about half  of  the 
learning loss has been recovered among struggling 
learners,” Moore said.

Moore also noted the way STAAR testing can be 
stressful for students, especially when the district’s goal is 
building productive citizens of  the future.  

“STAAR treats students in the same grade the same way 

with only small accommodations for individual student 
needs,” he said. “Individual students are not statistics; 
they are children that begin at di#erent points and 
mature at di#erent rates. 

“What becomes most important is that almost all – 
above 90% -- of  Lometa students that graduate have 
passed 100% of  their high school STAAR exams,” Moore 
said. “In Lometa ISD, steps have been taken to shift 
the conversation from ‘passing STAAR’ to focus rather 
on improvement as individuals and members of  the 
educational community. 

“STAAR scores are important in our educational 
system, but we are not educating children to pass a test,” 
Moore said. “The goal of  education is much bigger than 
that. We are preparing children to successfully navigate 

their future and become productive citizens with a choice 
in their own outcomes.”

Other community members share in the Lometa ISD 
mission of  “every student, every day,” but they feel 
certain pressures have been a#ecting students negatively.

Mary Ann Herring, a retired district employee, detailed 
her feelings about the way the state assessments operate. 

“There is too much emphasis put on the STAAR test,” 
she said. “Just go back to the achievement test at the 
beginning of  the year, and teach the subjects. There is 
maybe some value, but not as much as the state puts on it.

“Kids can't have fun anymore,” Herring said. “They 
worry about the testing. Don't prepare all year for a test. 
Make learning fun.”

The STAAR tests don’t a#ect just Lampasas County 
students, as Salado graduate Jessie Knight and 
Lillie Rhodes, from Center Point, also outlined their 
experiences and why they believe the test needs a rest. 

“During my test, I would tend to panic due to the time 
limits and having issues reading,” Knight said. 

These constraints played a role in her poor performance 
on the STAAR and didn’t provide as much information on 
her education as the assessments could have. 

“I gained absolutely nothing from taking those tests,” 
Knight said. “I believe that it should work as college 
courses do. You have tests throughout the year and a final 
exam.” 

Rhodes shared a similar sentiment, citing the stress 
associated with her test day.

“There is so much pressure put into it,” she said. 
“Getting through the test as fast as possible was always 
my main goal. Getting rid of  it completely would help. 
It’s too stressful on teachers, sta# and students. Just 
make sure the grades are good, and use the semester test 
grades.”

At this point, the STAAR assessments remain the 
state’s metric for academic success and influence how 
students advance in school. While the idea of  “teaching 
to a test” has become an intense topic over the last few 
years, administrators like Moore and school districts like 
Lometa ISD that want the best for every student continue 
to pursue excellence. Teachers and students agree, 
however, that the test can produce more stress than it is 
worth.

The July 21 market 
report from Mills County 
Commission Co. follows.

Total receipts: 2,378. 
Previous week: 1,769.

Trends: Light kids $10 
higher. Slaughter kids 
steady; slaughter nannies 
$5-$10 higher; replacement 
nannies steady.

Wool lambs $10-$20 higher; 
Dorper lambs and Barbado 
lambs $15-$20 higher.

Prices follow.

WOOL
Lambs: 50-70 lb., $210-$260 

cwt.; 70-90 lb., $200-$250 
cwt.; 90-110 lb., $175-$240 
cwt.

Slaughter ewes: $50-

$110 cwt.
Bucks: $100-$150 cwt.

DORPER - DORPER CROSS
40-60 lb., $220-$280 cwt.; 60-

75 lb., $215-$275 cwt.; 75-90 
lb., $210-$260 cwt.

Slaughter ewes: $70-$130 
cwt.

Slaughter bucks: $90-$125 
cwt.

Replacement ewes: $170-
$230 per head.

Replacement bucks: $300-

$400 per head.

BARBADO - BARBADO CROSS
35-50 lb., $180-$250 cwt.; 50-

70 lb., $200-$245 cwt.; 70-90 
lb., $185-$245 cwt.

Slaughter ewes: $70-$120 
cwt.

Replacement ewes: $80-
$145 per head.

BOER – BOER-SPANISH CROSS
Kids: 35-45 lb., $230-$330 

cwt.; 45-60 lb. $240-$310 

cwt.; 60-70 lb., $250-$320 cwt.; 
70-90 lb., $210-$300 cwt.; 75-
110 lb. muttons, $230-$325.

Nannies: light slaughter, 
$140-$250 cwt.; heavy 
slaughter, $100-$140 cwt.; 
thin slaughter, $75-$110 cwt.

Billies: light slaughter, 
$150-$225 cwt.; heavy 
slaughter, $130-$180 cwt.

BANANA BREAD RECIPE 

BY SHERRY BOULTINGHOUSE

1ST PLACE COUNTY FAIR -- ADULT DIVISION

1¾ cups sugar
½ cup vegetable oil
2 cups flour
1 cup instant oatmeal
½ tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
3 eggs
1 cup milk

2 tsp. vanilla
3 large very ripe bananas, mashed
1 cup pecan pieces (optional)

Cream sugar and oil; add eggs, 
milk and vanilla, and mix until 
combined. Combine dry ingredients 
and stir into mixture. Fold in 
mashed bananas and pecans; mix 
well.

Spray pans with cooking spray. 
Pour into 2 large loaf  pans or 24 
regular-sized mu!n pans.

Topping: Combine ¼ cup brown 
sugar, ¼ cup white sugar and 1/3 
cup chopped pecans. Generously 
sprinkle mixture down center of  
large loaves or in middle of  mu!ns.

Bake 2 loaves at 350 degrees for 
about 1 hour 10 minutes, or mu!ns 
for 30-35 minutes. Bread should be 
firm, browned and slightly pulling 
from sides of  pans.

Cool in pan 10 minutes. Slide a 
knife around outside of  bread before 
removing to cool on racks.

First-place County Fair recipe released
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Is standardized testing an outdated system?

Registration open for Aug. 8-9 Beef 706 program

MONIQUE BRAND | DISPATCH RECORD

Lometa ISD of!cials said STAAR testing can be stressful in some 
cases for students, and the goal of education should be about 
more than testing.

Have an event 
to add to our 
Community 
Calendar? 
Send the 
details to 
news@

lampasas.com

Registration for the Aug. 8-9 
“Beef  706” program is open. 
Beef  706 teaches cattle owners 
and managers about the cattle 
industry from market steer to 
boxed beef.

Participants will see live cattle, 
beef  carcasses and then fabricate 
those carcasses into wholesale 
cuts. The program teaches 

best management practices to 
produce high-quality beef.

The program takes place on the 
Texas A&M University campus 
in College Station.

A room block is available at 
Cavalry Court College Station 
for $96 per night. Call 979-485-
5586 to make reservations.

Sessions will start with beef  

carcass grading and market 
cattle evaluation, then move 
to meat cutting. E#ective 
stockmanship, genetic selection 
and feeder calf  quality 
management also are topics that 
will be covered.

Participants should bring 
warm clothes such as a 
sweatshirt and non-slip, closed-

toe footwear, as time will be 
spent in rooms that are 40-50 
degrees F when fabricating a 
side of  beef.

To register, go to https://tamu.
estore.flywire.com/products/
beef-706-session-1.

Created in 1993, the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Beef  
706 program invites ranchers, 

educators and allied business 
people to register for the session. 
The Texas Beef  Council pays 
most of  the program expenses; 
therefore, registration is only $50 
per person.

Primary contact for the 
program is Daniel Hale,      
daniel.hale@ag.tamu.edu or 
979-587-9245.

SHEEP AND GOAT AUCTION
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