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Juniors and Seniors are eligible for late start or an early release by having all of the following: 

 1. 36 credit hours and be on track for graduation  

 2. Do not need any credit recovery courses/ 

 3. Have their own mode of transportation (does not ride OPS bus)  

 4. Good attendance (less than 10 days a semester)  

 5. Enrolled in a minimum of 5 courses (4 credits) Juniors are eligible for two periods of release 

 6. A form signed by the parent/guardian allowing class release  

        7. A parent call to verify the signature and discuss the rules 
 

Students are expected to leave the building once their classes are done, and must have permission from administration to remain in 

the building if they do not have a class. Class release will be removed from a student’s schedule if any of the rules stated above are 

violated. This includes but is not limited to:  

 1. Failing courses  

 2. Fot having a ride to or from school  

 3. Missing more than 10 days  

 4. More than 10 tardies to first class of the day  

 5. Violating school rules  

Students may obtain the release forms in the counseling office and need to be returned to their counselor. 

Students register in the spring for the following year. A student will have two opportunities to select courses:  

  1. Students select and finalize courses during spring registration. 

  2. Following spring registration, students can adjust courses based on conflicts in their schedules. 
 

Course changes after the spring are only allowed under the following circumstances:  

 1. If a course was completed during summer school. 

 2. If a course was failed during the previous school year. 

 3. If there is a schedule conflict  that cannot be adjusted without dropping or changing a course. 

 4. If a student needs to meet graduation requirements. 

Grades are awarded in all classes  Grade points are earned for each course from grades posted on their transcript. 

following the grading scale below. 
     Weighted Courses (Honors/AP Classes)         Unweighted Courses 
 A      3.26 – 4.00  Grade Earned   A    B    C    D    F        Grade Earned   A    B    C    D    F 
 B      2.51 – 3.25  Grade Points    5    4    3    2     0      Grade Points    4    3    2     1    0  
 C      1.76 – 2.50 
 D      1.01 – 1.75    
 F       0.00 – 1.00  

All students will experience a Freshman Academy and will engage in conversations with teachers and school counselors in  

selecting a program of study or pathway of interest without qualification criteria. All students will take required coursework along 

with Freshman Academy, dual language courses are available for those that speak Spanish. Students will be able to choose a path-

way 10th grade in one of the following pathways: performing and fine arts, technology and data, and media arts.  

       
Freshman Academy (all 9th grade)         Certifications 

Dual Language (starts 9th grade)          Adobe 

Media Arts (6 Pathways)         Business Intelligence 

Performing and Fine Arts (7 Pathways)       Microsoft    

Dual Enrollment provides high school students the opportunity to take college credit-bearing courses taught by college approved high school 
teachers in the student’s home high school building. Students are able to earn post-secondary credit that is transferable to the institutions of  
higher education in the partnership AND applies toward completion of a degree. Dual Enrollment is currently offered in OPS through two primary 
programs:  Career Education (CE) and Advanced Placement (AP®)  

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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See the complete course guide at https://south.ops.org 
Page numbers noted indicate where you can find the information in the complete course guide. 

School Website: http://south.ops.org 

South High Facebook: @OmahaSouthHighMagnet 

South High X: OPS_SouthHigh 

South High Counseling : @CounselingPack 

REQUIRED FOR CLASS OF 2027 AND 

BEYOND. 
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See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

Pathway Required 

Elective 

Encouraged Elective 

Audio Video Production Freshman Seminar 
Digital Media (130691) and 

Audio Video Foundations (131011) 

Computer Science Freshman Seminar Foundations of Computing 1-2 (131421/2) 

Dance and Movement Freshman Seminar 
Exploratory Dance (070531/2) or 

Dance 1-2 (070561/2) 

Digital Design Freshman Seminar 
Digital Media (130691) and 

Audio Video Foundations (131011) 

Fashion and Costume Design Freshman Seminar Textile Const & Design 1-2 (140261/2) 

Film Studies Freshman Seminar 
Digital Media (130691) and 

Audio Video Foundations (131011) 

Fine Arts Freshman Seminar Art Foundations (110191/2) 

Instrumental Music Freshman Seminar Band, Orchestra, Guitar, Piano 

Journalism Freshman Seminar 
Photojournalism (020841) and 

Digital Journalism (020451) 

Music Technology Freshman Seminar Band, Orchestra, Guitar, Piano 

Robotics Freshman Seminar Robotics 1-2 (172141/2) 

Theatre Studies Freshman Seminar Introduction to Drama (022231/2) 

Teaching as a Profession Freshman Seminar 
World Language Course 

(Chinese, French, German, or Spanish) 

Vocal Music Freshman Seminar Chorus (Junior, Mixed) or Choir 

Web Design Freshman Seminar 
Digital Media (130691) and 

Audio Video Foundations (131011) 

The class of 2025 and beyond will declare a Pathway at the end of their 9th grade year.  The Pathway is a series of 

at least 3 electives in a particular career path.  Students should look through the Pathways that will be offered at 

South High.  Pathway documents are located on the following pages.  During their 9th grade year in Freshman   

Seminar, students will explore the various pathways and select a Pathway they feel best matches their interests and 

abilities.  Students will select one Pathway elective course during their 10th, 11th, and 12th grade years.  Students will 

continue to take graduation required classes and general electives of interest to the student. 8th grade students 

should look over the pathway documents to see which pathway interests them the most.  If an 8th grade student 

thinks a pathway may be the right fit, they should refer to the chart below as a guide to selecting courses for 9th 

grade. 

Course Selection 

Pathway Scheduling Guide 

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

Film Studies Pathway  Journalism Pathway  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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Exploratory Dance 

(070531) 

Dance 1-2  

(070561) 

Dance 3-4  

(070571) 

Dance 5-6 

(070581) 

Dance 7-8 

(070511) 

Concert Band Guitar Orchestra Piano 

Vocal Music  
Auditioned Ensembles  

 

Voice 

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321


14 

2-D  Fine Art Pathway 3-D Fine Art Pathway 

*Prerequisite  
Instructor permission may be required  

in addition to the prerequisite.  
Check with your current art instructor. 

Fashion and Costume Design Pathway  

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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Drama Pathway  Stagecraft Pathway  

 

Teaching as a Profession Pathway  
All classes supplemented through Educators Rising student organization 

As part of student participation in any observation or practicum experience in our schools, we require completion of the  

National Sex Offender Registry Check and Nebraska Adult and Child Abuse Registry Check.  These checks must be complete 

before a student can be cleared to participate in their observation or practicum experience.  

 

See the complete course catalog for 

Computer Science Pathway  Robotics Pathway  

Design and implement solutions to problems,  develop and select appropriate algorithms and structures to solve problems.   

Must be able to code fluently, read and understand a large program and identify the  hardware and software components.
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Grade Required Classes Encouraged Elective 

9 

English 1-2 (010341) 

or 

H English 1-2 (010351) 

For those that are recommended: 
     Literacy Skills (011181) (9th only)  
     Academic Literacy (011011) (9th or 10th only)  
 

Photojournalism 
Digital Journalism 
Intro to Contemporary Journalism 1-2 
H Yearbook 1-2 
H Yearbook 3-4 
H Yearbook 5-6 
 

See page 10 for Journalism 

See page 18 for Yearbook 

10 

English 3-4 (010411) 

or 

H English 3-4 (010421) 
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English 5-6 (010471) 
or 

AP English Language and Composition (011911) 

12 

English 7-8 (010531) 
or 

AP English Literature and Composition (011901) 

Academic Language Study EL  (9th-12th) 

If recommended, this classes will improve reading proficiency and comprehension.  
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1. ESL 3-4 (two class periods) 

2. Math Essentials (level depends on ability) 2. ESL Reading 3-4 (level depends on ability) 

3. ESL Reading 1-2 3. Math (level depends on ability; may be DL)                                       

4. ESL Social Studies Found 1-2 4. US History 1-2 ELL (or equivalent) 

5. Science Foundations 3-4 5. Physical Science 1-2 ELL (or equivalent) 

6. Pathway/Elective Course (could be PE) 6. Pathway/Elective Course (could be PE) 

7. Freshman Seminar/Elective Course 7. Pathway/Elective Course  

Summer School 

 Math Essentials 1 (June) Math Essentials 2 (July) 

or   

ESL 1 Enrichment (June) ESL 2 Enrichment (July) 

or 

Science Foundations 3 (June)  

Summer School 

Intro Economics (June)  

Human Geography (July) 
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1. English 1-2 ELL 
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1. English 5-6 

2. ESL 5-6 2. English 7-8 (or English 3-4 if not taken in summer) 

3. Math (level depends on ability; may be DL) 3. Personal Finance/American Government 

4. World History 1-2 4. Math or Elective 

5. Biology 1-2 5. Pathway/Elective Course 

6. Elective (or Economics/Human Geography) 6. Computer Science  

7. Pathway/Elective Course (or Human Growth) 7. Pathway/Elective Course 

8. Pathway/Elective Course (or Academic Lang Study) 8. Pathway/Elective Course 

Summer School 

English 3 (June)  

English 4 (July) 

If student takes English 3-4 and English 5-6,  

English 7-8 will be taken in the summer at Accelere. 

No more than 2 English classes per school year. 

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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Suggested Progression of Classes Optional Choices 

General    Lifetime Wellness Sports Officiating 

Weekly physical fitness   •   Weekly uniform dress   •   Develop leadership skills   •   Learn core values 

Build relationships   •   Develop self-discipline    •    Develop responsibility   •   Maximize potential for success  

“To motivate young people to be better citizens.”  

Suggested Progression of Classes Electives 

2 years or 4 semesters of Physical Education are required.   

PE, JROTC, Dance, Marching Band, Prep Show Choir or H Show Choir 
See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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Required Courses Open Electives Teacher Approved Electives 

impact of human activities on natural systems. 

Grade Required Courses 

9 

10 

11 

12 

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321


19 

Spanish for Spanish Speakers 
Native Speakers 

 ** ALL COURSES TAUGHT ENTIRELY IN SPANISH 

Native (fluent) Spanish speakers can write at least one paragraph in Spanish, read a short passage, speak and understand Spanish. 

 

Unless noted, all courses require a C or better in the previous course to continue.  

Chinese French German Spanish Non-native speakers 

Alternate Curriculum Program (ACP) Work-Based Experience 

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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H3 classes are in a field that is High Skill, High Wage and High Demand in the current economy. 

 

See the complete course catalog for 

more information at ops.org/south  

Accounting E-Commerce Culinary Skills Music Theory 

Computer Aided Design Industrial Materials Yearbook Academic Decathlon 

Learn to write in ways other than  

a formal paper 

Law-Juv Justice (030611) African American History (030521) Mex-Amer History (030401) 

Examine all areas of crime: structure 

and implementation of criminal law, 

the criminal justice process, and civil 

law. 

(10th-12th) 

Explore the roots of the African-American 

people in the United States, Emphasis 

placed on contributions of African  

Americans in the development of the US. 

(10th-12th) 

Explore the roots of the  

Mexican-American people in the United 

States. with attention to Omaha’s Mexi-

can American Community. 

(10th-12th) 

Psychology (030491) Sociology (030531) 

 

Study the brain and behavior focusing 

upon the different perspectives or 

ways of studying psychology.   

(11th-12th) 

Expand your awareness of human social 

relationships, cultures and institutions  

that shape our lives. Focus on civil rights. 

(11th-12th) 

Full Year Elective 

AP African American History  (033211) 

Evidence-based introduction to African American Studies. Reaches into a variety of fields – literature, the arts and humanities, 

political science, geography and science – to explore the vital contributions and experiences of African Americans.  

(11th-12th) 

https://www.ops.org/domain/321
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