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DIRECTOR’S NOTE 

When I sat down to write this, I had no idea what to say. Similar to one of our heroines in this 
story, I was fighting writer’s block. As we come upon the anniversary of our confinement due to 
COVID-19, I look back to a year ago when I submitted this play for Stage II, and the ways in which 
I hoped it might resonate with an audience. I wrote in submission of this title that “The 
Revolutionists is an incredibly apropos title to include in the Stage II 2020-2021 season, as we, 
like the women of this play, are facing political turmoil around us constantly. This story will not 
only give us a laugh in that time of turmoil, but a reminder of the world we hope to create as 
artists.” 

Wow, I had no idea. 

So, what are the ingredients for a good political revolution? By the French definition, it might 
include: a bread shortage, an indulgent queen, angry mobs, heads on pikes, guillotines, and 
journalists with big pens, and even bigger egos. Yet, if we look beyond the most obviously violent 
and garish details of the French Revolution, we start to examine the lives of real women. Women 
who were fighting for what they thought was right in spite of the terror taking place around 
them. We see a society filled with people whose needs are not being met by those in power, 
imploring them for change. We see voices without platforms, stories of injustice going untold, 
and a lack of transparency and truth everywhere. 

And in a time of revolution, who can we rely on to tell the truth? To find the common thread 
that keeps us connected as a society and prevents us from drawing lines so deep in the sand 
that they create a chasm too wide to be bridged? The artists. Playwrights, poets, musicians, 
actors, painters, and storytellers alike hold the weight of truth in the hour of change. They help 
us realize in our darkest moments that we are not alone, and that the truth will out itself 
someday. 

I’d argue we have a bit in common with these women. Yes, we are stuck in our homes, on 
couches and in front of screens, instead of on red velvet chairs in front of curtains, but change 
still yearns to be unleashed, stories still go untold, political revolutions are still fought, and truth 
still finds its way to us. We still show up to the theatre to see our lives reflected back to us and 
remind us what we’re fighting for. 

As Gunderson shows us: 

“It might be fiction, but it’s not fake. The beating hearts in front of you are real. The gathering 
of people is real. The time we spend together, this time, is real. The story is real when it starts.” 

Thanks for tuning in. May we gather together for a good story (and a good laugh) again soon. 

And so, a story begins… 
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